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wilmington.

After the battle of Goldsboro, the Third Battalion was or-

deretl to reunite by Company B inarching across the country

to rejoin the other half of the command at Wilmington.

During the whole year of 1863, the enemy left the Cape Fear

region unassailed, so there were only the ordinary incidents of

a life in camp so far as the Third Battalion was concerned.

About 1 November, 1863, General Whiting relieved Colonel

George Jackson of his command at Kenansville, to assume

charge of the intrenched camp then being constructed above

Fort Fisher. Major J. W. Moore, with Battery A, under

Captain Ellis, went to his new post of duty and found a little

army embracing all three branches of military service repre^

sented. Two squadrons of cavalry were kept on outpost

duty and a battalion of heavy artillery doing infantry duty

were camped in close proximity to Battery A- This force

was kept for the security of the Wilmington & Weldon Rail-

road ; and also to secure Froelich's sword factory at Kenans-

ville, that had been burned' by a raiding party some time be-

fore and was then making sabres for the Confederate Gov-

ernment.

At the same time Battery C, under Captain J. G. Moore,

was assigned duty at Fort Caswell, while Battery B, under

Captain William Badham, was assigned for duty on Smith's

Island or Bald Head. The new year of 1864 was inaugu-

rated by an important military movement in North Caro-

lina.

NEW EEE.N.

General George Pickett was sent by General Lee with

live brigades of his veteran troops, against the United States

forces then holding the city of New Bern. Brigadier-Gen-

eral Martin, with two regiments of infantry, three squadrons

of South Carolina Cavalry and two batteries of Light Artil-

lery was sent by way of Smith's Mills across White Oak
river, to cut railroad connections from Morehead City. The

Third North Carolina Battalion was represented in the move-

ment by Battery A, under the immediate command of Cap-

tain A. J. Ellis. He and his command did noble service in


